Group 133's Electronic Newsletter for August 2008

===============================================

Next Meeting: Tuesday, August 12, 2008

The Northeast Regional Office is still undergoing rennovations.  Our monthly meeting will be in a special location: Wainwright Bank, 250 Elm Street, Davis Square, Somerville 

===============================================

THE STATUTE OF AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL

Adopted by the 25th International Council Meeting,

Dakar, Senegal, 

August 17-25, 2001

VISION AND MISSION

Amnesty International's vision is of a world in which every person enjoys all of the human rights enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and other international human rights standards.  In pursuit of this vision, Amnesty International's mission is to undertake research and action focused on preventing and ending grave abuses of the rights to physical and mental integrity, freedom of conscience and expression, and freedom from discrimination, within the context of its work to promote all human rights. 

CORE VALUES

Amnesty International forms a global community of human rights defenders with the principles of international solidarity, effective action for the individual victim, global coverage, the universality and indivisibility of human rights, impartiality and independence, and democracy and mutual respect.

===============================================

CALENDAR

*Tuesday, August 12:  Group 133 Monthly Meeting, 7pm 

     Wainwright Bank, 250 Elm Street, Davis Square, Somerville 

=============================================== 

GROUP CONTACTS

(NOTE:  To avoid potential spamming, your newsletter editor has replaced searchable parts of email addresses with words.)

Group Co-Coordinators: 

   Kelly Turley, kellyturley-AT-excite-DOT-com

   Rick Roth, roth-AT-igc.apc-DOT-org 

Newsletter Editor:

   Tamara Jenkins, 617-267-7262, tamara_ann_jenkins-AT-yahoo-DOT-com

Refugee Action Team Coordinator:

   Eric Aronson, 617-512-7526, eric-AT-amnesty133-DOT-org

Urgent Action Letter Coordinator: 

   Kirsten Burt, kirsten.burt-AT-comcast-dot-net

Tabling Coordinator and New Member Coordinator:

   Becky Ticotsky, rticotsky-AT-wesleyan-DOT-edu

Treasurer:

   Tina Huang, tinalhuang-AT-gmail-DOT-com

Secretary:

   Tamara Jenkins, 617-267-7262, tamara_ann_jenkins-AT-yahoo-DOT-com

For questions about the following issues, please contact these individuals:

Tibet Actions:

   Rick Roth, roth-AT-igc.apc-DOT-org

Death Penalty Actions:

   Molly Johnson,mollykj-AT-email-DOT-com or dp-AT-amnesty133-DOT-org 

Stop Violence Against Women Campaign

   Kelly Turley, kellyturley-AT-excite-DOT-com

Amnesty International USA

Northeast Regional Office

58 Day St, Davis Square

Somerville, MA 02144

617-623-0202

aiusane@aiusa.org 

www.amnesty133.org

Available Positions:

* Tibet Action Team Coordinator

* Death Penalty Abolition Team Coordinator

* Human Rights & the Environment Coordinator

* Media Coordinator

* Communications Coordinator

* Tabling Coordinator

* Web Site Coordinator

===============================================

PLEASE JOIN US FOR THE JULY MEETING OF AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL GROUP 133 ! 

Tuesday, August 12, 2008 7 p.m. - 9 p.m.

** Special Location: Wainwright Bank, 250 Elm Street, Davis Square, Somerville

Agenda 

•    Letter Writing*  

•    Introductions and Amnesty Mandate 

•    Human Rights and the Beijing Olympics: A Group Discussion about Amnesty's Beijing Olympics Campaign and the Ongoing Human Rights Struggles Related to China (http://www.amnestyusa.org/china/china-olympic-legacy/page.do?id=1051197&n1=3&n2=884)

•    Volunteer Connections- Frances JinFrances will talk to us about Zoosa (www.zoosa.org), a new organization that will connect for-profit professionals with not-for-profit organizations, like Amnesty 133. 

•    Brief Action Team/Campaign Updates  

•    Past and Future Events   We are on the move again! Our August meeting will be held at the Wainwright Bank in Davis Square, just around the corner from the Amnesty Northeast Regional Office.

============================================== 

REFUGEE ACTION TEAM

For information on participating in human rights activism concerning refugees and immigrants, contact Eric at 617-512-7526.

URGENT ACTION: 8,000 HMONG ASYLUM-SEEKERS IN THAILAND MAY BE DEPORTED:  This month’s action concerns approximately 8,000 Hmong asylum-seekers detained in Thailand who are in imminent danger of deportation. If returned to Laos, AI believes they would be at risk of torture or other ill-treatment. Please help.

INSPECTOR GENERAL: ICE INNOCENT IN DETAINEE DEATHS:  A report released by the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) Office of the Inspector General (OIG) on July 1, ICE Policies Related to Detainee Deaths and the Oversight of Immigration Detention Facilities, found the federal Bureau of Immigration & Customs Enforcement (ICE) was not negligent in the deaths of two detained immigrants, according to the ACLU (http://www.aclu.org/immigrants/detention/35879prs20080701.html). However, the ACLU criticized the report for only investigating two out of 69 reported deaths of detained immigrants since 2004. The report also cited significant deficiencies in the medical care received by immigration detainees. According to the ACLU, grossly negligent medical treatment is a leading cause of death among detainees. The OIG report was issued following a lawsuit by the ACLU. A bill known as the Detainee Medical Care Act of 2008 (S. 3005/HR 5950) would mandate improvements in care.

UNITED STATES INCREASES ADMISSIONS OF CERTAIN IRAQI REFUGEES:  The US embassy in Baghdad announced July 24 that it has greatly expanded its program to help US government employees obtain visas to come to the United States (http://www.nytimes.com/2008/07/25/world/middleeast/25visa.html?ref=todayspaper). The program, which was established in January, expedites processing of paperwork for Iraqis who provide translation and other services, at the risk of serious human rights violations. It will now allow up to 5,000 Iraqis per year to immigrate to the US, for the next five years, along with spouses and children. In 2007, only 500 translators were accepted under the program, including those from Iraq and Afghanistan. Critics have pointed out that the cap of 5,000 per year will not meet the demand for visas, and have criticized the overall US ceiling of 12,000 Iraqi refugees. A separate program, also established in January, permits Iraqi employees of US nonprofit organizations, media and contractors to apply directly for refugee status without a referral from the UNHCR. 

ATTORNEY GENERAL SEEKS WAR DECLARATION TO HOLD DETAINEES INDEFINITELY:  US Attorney General Michael Mukasey stunned human rights advocates on July 21 by suggesting that Congress officially declare a state of armed conflict against Al Qaeda, so that “enemy combatants” could be detained as long as the “war on terrorism” continues (http://news.yahoo.com/s/nm/20080721/pl_nm/security_usa_detainees_dc). This would effectively mean that terror suspects could be held indefinitely without charge, and without any evidence linking them to Al Qaeda. Of course, it could also mean that detainees would more explicitly be covered by the Geneva Conventions. Mukasey urged Congress to include the declaration in a legislative response to the Supreme Court ruling on June 12 that affirmed detainees’ right to challenge their detention. His comments received little media attention. 

ACLU: DOJ AUTHORIZED TORTURE:  According to documents obtained by the ACLU on July 24, the US Department of Justice (DOJ) authorized the CIA to torture prisoners in its custody, explained National Security Project director JAMEEL JAFFER (http://www.aclu.org/safefree/torture/36108prs20080724.html). The three documents, dated from 2002 to 2004, were only recently provided in response to a 2004 Freedom of Information Act lawsuit. One of the documents offers an Office of Legal Counsel (OLC) opinion that authorizes the CIA to use “waterboarding” and other harsh interrogation techniques, and states that they do not legally amount to torture unless they cause “harm lasting months or even years after the acts were inflicted upon the prisoners.” Another memo indicates that the CIA carefully documented each time prisoners were tortured, including which techniques were used and which agents took part.

JUDGE MANDATES GUANTANAMO TRIALS:  On July 8, a federal judge overseeing lawsuits by prisoners at Guantanamo Bay ordered the DOJ to make such cases a priority and to allow detainees to have their day in court, according to Associated Press (http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20080709/ap_on_go_pr_wh/guantanamo_detainees). Judge Thomas F. Hogan said the Department must “set aside every other case that's pending in the division and address this case first.” He cited the Supreme Court’s Boumediene decision granting habeas rights to detainees.

AUSTRALIA LOOSENS ASYLUM POLICY:  The new Labor government in Australia announced July 29 that it would no longer detain all asylum-seekers, in violation of international law, according to reporting by the BBC (http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/asia-pacific/7530156.stm). Former Prime Minister John Howard had drawn UN criticism for preventing asylum-seekers from reaching Australia, and for detaining them on small, remote Pacific islands under conditions that were often harsh: a policy known as the Pacific Solution. Under Australia’s new policy, refugee children will no longer be detained, and detained adults will be entitled to a review every three months. Asylum-seekers who are determined to pose no danger to society will be permitted to remain in the community while their status is resolved. A statement from Amnesty International called the new policy a “welcome step forward.” 

IOWA RAID, LARGEST EVER, RAISES CONCERNS:  On May 12, ICE agents raided a kosher meatpacking plant in Postville, Iowa, and arrested 389 workers, in the largest immigration raid in United States history (http://www.democracynow.org/2008/7/14/court_interpreter_for_workers_rounded_up). Most of the workers were impoverished Mayans from Guatemala. Rather than being deported, nearly 300 of the workers were charged with aggravated identity theft and Social Security fraud, and many were sent to prison, including minors and numerous mothers with dependent children. The undocumented immigrants’ pleas to be returned home fell on deaf ears. The workers were led from the plant in groups of ten, shackled at the wrists, waist and ankles. Most did not understand the criminal charges against them, according to Spanish-language interpreter ERIK CAMAYD-FREIXAS, who chose to violate the code of confidentiality in order to report on the raid. He cited a number of due process concerns; for example, the defendants were presumed guilty, and judges were switched during the trial so that decisions were issued by judges who lacked information. Furthermore, many of the workers were told they would only see their family again if they pled guilty. More recently, advocates have raised concerns about harsh labor conditions at the plant, including child labor, lack of safety, long hours, sexual harassment and physical abuse, according to the New York Times (http://www.nytimes.com/2008/07/27/us/27immig.html?_r=1&oref=slogin). 

============================================== 

GROUP 133 MINUTES FROM JULY 10TH

Announcements:  

1.  Aug 8th; Burma pro-democracy demonstration

2.  Film Aug 5th; Discovering Dominga, a woman of Mayan descent living in Iowa visits Guatemala.

3.  August 21st; When the Mountains Trembled; Rigoberta Menchu describes Guatemala during the civil war.

Guest Speaker:  

Justin Monteiro, Testing Coordinator, Fair Housing Center of Greater Boston.  Fair Housing works to end housing discrimination.  Fair Housing Laws were instituted after the death of Dr. Martin Luther King.  It became illegal to offer different conditions or rental amount to different people, or to direct someone towards or away from certain neighborhoods.  This is called “steering”.  If you or someone you know has experienced housing discrimination, contact the Department of Housing and Urban Development, Cambridge Human Rights Commission or the Fair Housing Center.  If a landlord can be proven to be discriminating, victim may receive between $5000-$10,000.  (2 unit, owner occupied units are exempt from laws).  If you would like to volunteer, contact Justin at at 617-399-0491.  For more information about the Fair Housing Center of Greater Boston, please go to www.bostonfairhousing.org. 

Action Team Updates

1.  Get On the Bus is reviving the Boston Cluster.  First Tuesday of every month is the meeting.

2.  Refugee Actin Team—Psychologists helped the Pentagon and US Army to aid in torture “reversed engineered” torture techniques.

===============================================

Lt General Nipat Thonglek, Director, Department of Border Affairs

Royal Thai Armed Forces Headquarters

Chaeng Wattana Road, Laksi, Bangkok 10210  THAILAND

Fax: 011 66 2 575 6297     Email: thaiborder_ca@hotmail.com

Dear General:

I am writing in order to express my concern about the safety of thousands of Lao Hmong asylum-seekers at Huay Nam Khao camp in Phetchabun province, as well as hundreds of asylum-seekers detained at provincial detention centers. 

According to Amnesty International, more than 800 Lao Hmong asylum-seekers were returned to Laos on 22 May under stressful conditions and without transparency, and a number of these may have been coerced into returning. I would like to remind you that international law prohibits the return of asylum-seekers to a country where they would be at risk of torture or other serious human rights violations. 

I respectfully request that you immediately cease returning Hmong asylum-seekers to Laos, and that you grant the UNHCR immediate and unhindered access to the Lao Hmong asylum-seekers in Huay Nam Khao camp and other detention centers in order to identify those in need of international protection. Thank you for your attention to this urgent matter.

Sincerely,

Address:

Copies:

Chalerm Yubumroong

Minister of Interior

Ministry of Interior

Office of the Secretary to the Minister

Assadang Road, Pra Nakorn

Bangkok 10200

THAILAND

Fax: 011 66 2 222 8866

Email: om@moi.go.th

Ambassador Krit Garnjana-Goonchorn

Embassy of Thailand

1024 Wisconsin Ave. NW

Washington, DC 20007

Fax: 1 202 944 3611

Email: info@thaiembdc.org
